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Internal Assessment Resource

Social Studies Level 3
	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91597

Conduct a critical social inquiry

	Resource title: Leading the way?

	6 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the Standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	December 2012

To support internal assessment from 2013

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA. NZQA Approved number A-A-12-2012-91597-01-6253

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.




Internal Assessment Resource

Achievement Standard Social Studies 91597: Conduct a critical social inquiry 

Resource reference: Social Studies 3.2B
Resource title: Leading the way?
Credits: 6 
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Social Studies 91597. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the Standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting 

This activity requires students to complete a critical social inquiry focused on the impact of the values and actions of a current world leader on society.

Before beginning this activity provide opportunities for the students to explore:

· the application of the achievement objective (‘Understand how ideologies shape society and that individuals and groups respond differently to these beliefs’) to show conceptual understandings – this may form the focus of your unit of work.

· the social studies inquiry process (framing questions, evaluating the process, how to select relevant information, authenticity procedures).

Conditions 
This assessment activity will be completed individually. While a bibliography is not required by this Standard, it is important that students identify sources of information that they have used in this inquiry.
Resource requirements 

None.
Additional information 

None.
Internal Assessment Resource 
Achievement Standard Social Studies 91597: Conduct a critical social inquiry
Resource reference: Social Studies 3.2B
Resource title: Leading the way?
Credits: 6
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Conduct a critical social inquiry.
	Conduct critical social inquiry in depth.
	Conduct a critical social inquiry comprehensively.


Student instructions 
Introduction 

This assessment activity requires you to conduct a critical social inquiry. You will investigate the impact and consequences of the perspectives, values, and actions of a current world leader on society. You will produce a written report.

You will be assessed on the depth and comprehensiveness of your inquiry. This will be shown through: the framework you use to gather your information; the detail of your findings; the examination of a range of viewpoints, values, perspectives and social actions; the integration of your conceptual understandings; and a critical evaluation of both the social inquiry process and your findings. 
You will have four weeks of in-class and out-of-class time to complete this assessment.

Teacher note: This is a suggested timeframe and can be changed to better suit the needs of your students and the resources available.

Task 

Select a current world leader to investigate and formulate a focus for the inquiry.
Conducting the critical social inquiry involves following these steps:
1.
Establish an ethical framework for your inquiry.
· Decide on the focus for your inquiry.
· Develop two or more research questions to guide your inquiry.
· Plan where you will obtain the information you need.

2.
Gather and record information from both primary and secondary sources reflecting a variety of relevant perspectives that relate to the focus of the inquiry.
3.
Report the findings of your inquiry – in your report you must use Social Studies concepts and specific evidence to:
· compare and contrast people’s points of view, values, and perspectives in relation to the focus of the inquiry
· describe and explain different actions that people have engaged in as regards the focus.
4.
Critically evaluate both:

· the strengths and weakness of the findings, including a consideration of the implications of the findings in contexts outside the inquiry

· the strengths and weaknesses of the inquiry process.
Hand in:

· the framework 

· evidence you have collected
· the written report

· the evaluation

· a list of sources of information used in the inquiry.
Further guidance

While doing the preliminary reading for your inquiry, record relevant key concepts. Keep a separate record of conceptual understandings that develop throughout your inquiry. It may be necessary to refine you research questions at the preliminary reading stage. The society affected may extend beyond national boundaries and this would need to be considered.

When gathering information both the values of the leader and others, both supporters and opposition and those directly and indirectly affected, need to be considered. The actions taken can be those of the leader and the responses to the leader’s actions.
The findings need to: 

· show understanding of a range of views, values and perspectives relating to the focus – this could be through explaining, comparing and contrasting these views
· consider how the leader made decisions and their actions taken as well as how people made decisions and participated in social action related to the actions of the leader
· integrate significant conceptual understandings that have developed, for example, justice, rights and responsibilities, social change.
Evaluation of the findings may include their accuracy, relevance, sufficiency and/or significance.

Evaluation of the process may include the strengths and weaknesses of the inquiry, critiquing of the sources for bias and inaccuracies, consideration of any ethical issues and suggestions for improvements or extension of the inquiry.

Assessment schedule: Social Studies 91597 Leading the way? 

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student conducts a critical social inquiry.
The framework, the evidence you have collected, and the written report includes:

· a focus question and research questions
· information and background ideas

· a description fo people’s points of view, values and perspectives that underpin their participation and/or action in society, and how these relate to the focus of the inquiry

· findings and their relationship to the social inquiry

· reflection on the findings and evaluation of them – this may include critiquing their accuracy, relevance, sufficiency, inclusiveness, and significance
· critical evaluation of the processes of the social inquiry including making suggestions for improvement – this may include critiquing the primary and secondary sources used and evaluating their potential for bias and inaccuracies; considering possible ethical issues relating to the inquiry; suggesting areas for improvement, extension, and/or follow-up.
For example:
Robert Mugabe became Prime Minister of Zimbabwe in 1980 following many years of white minority rule. Over his time as leader he has made many decisions that have affected the citizens of the country in a negative way.

Over the past 30 years there have been many conflicts between Mugabe’s political party and his opponents. He has used force to crush these conflicts and has even rigged elections so that he keeps his hold on power.

As a result of this he has been re-elected in 1990, 1996, 2002, and 2008. However from 2008 he has, with international intervention, agreed to share his power with his rival, Morgan Tsvangirai. 

There are many social problems in Zimbabwe as a result of the actions taken by Mugabe. At times he has introduced price controls that have led to panic buying and a lack of supplies for months, which could have led to starvation and malnutrition. Because of this, the view of many people toward Mugabe has changed from one of support and admiration to one of fear and concern.

Mugabe’s ideology will need to change if the situation of the people in Zimbabwe is to improve in the future.
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


	The student conducts a critical social inquiry in depth.The  framework, the evidence you have collected, and the written report include:

· a focus question and research questions

· information and background ideas

· a description fo people’s points of view, values and perspectives that underpin their participation and/or action in society

· explaining, and comparing and contrasting points of view, values, and perspectives that relate to the focus of the inquiry.
· findings and their relationship to the social inquiry

· reflection on the findings and evaluation of them – this may include critiquing their accuracy, relevance, sufficiency, inclusiveness, and significance
· critical evaluation of the processes of the social inquiry including making suggestions for improvement – this may include critiquing the primary and secondary sources used and evaluating their potential for bias and inaccuracies; considering possible ethical issues relating to the inquiry; suggesting areas for improvement, extension, and/or follow-up.
For example:
Robert Mugabe was elected as Prime Minister of Zimbabwe in 1980. Since 1987 he has also been its elected Head of State and has ruled for most of these years as a dictator. This has had a negative impact on Zimbabwe.

Mugabe began his political career as a liberation fighter and opponent of the minority white rulers. He opposed British influence in the country and called for independence. In the 1960s and 1970s he was regarded as a hero and praised for his ability to encourage warring parties to reconcile.

In recent years the view of many citizens in Zimbabwe has changed toward Mugabe. Many people believe that he is more concerned with maintaining his political stronghold than in improving the social and economic situation of the people. He has taken many actions over the past 30 years that have led to international organisations, such as the United Nations, condemning him and imposing sanctions. He has also been accused of racism against white Zimbabweans, many of who were forcibly removed from their land in the 1990s.

Overall there are many reasons why the leadership of Robert Mugabe has had a negative impact on the lives of the people of Zimbabwe. He has taken away people’s right to take part in fair elections and some of his policies have led to chronic and lengthy food shortages. 

With intervention from international aid organisations the economic and social situation has shown improvement over the past five years, but for many of the 12 million citizens daily life is still a struggle.
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


	The student conducts a critical social inquiry comprehensively. 

The framework, the evidence you have collected, and the written report include:
· a focus question and research questions

· information and background ideas

· a description fo people’s points of view, values and perspectives that underpin their participation and/or action in society

· explaining, and comparing and contrasting points of view, values, and perspectives that relate to the focus of the inquiry.
· critically evaluating the findings and their relationship to the social inquiry, and considering the implications of the findings in contexts outside the social inquiry

· reflection on the findings and evaluation of them – this may include critiquing their accuracy, relevance, sufficiency, inclusiveness, and significance
· critical evaluation of the processes of the social inquiry including making suggestions for improvement – this may include critiquing the primary and secondary sources used and evaluating their potential for bias and inaccuracies; considering possible ethical issues relating to the inquiry; suggesting areas for improvement, extension, and/or follow-up
For example:
When Robert Mugabe became the Prime Minister of Zimbabwe in 1980, its citizens never realised that he would continue to influence all aspects of society in a negative way for the next 30 years. 

His ideology was originally based on a Marxist-Socialist style, but has since become focused on dictatorship, violence, intimidation, and the rigging of political elections to maintain a position of power. He was originally elected because of his stance against the oppressive minority white rule. In the 1960s and 1970s he was a liberation fighter and regarded as hero. He was focused on reconciliation between warring parties and wanted to create a strong and independent country. In later years all this would be forgotten as he became the cause of civil uprising.

During the 1990s and 2000s attitudes towards Mugabe have changed, both within Zimbabwe and internationally. Citizens, with the support of the United Nations and European Union, condemned his actions, which have resulted in the country’s poor economic situation. His policy of violent land seizures, disrupted and corrupt elections, and tactics of intimidation used against political opponents have been criticised.

International political advisors have also been surprised at the harsh measures Mugabe has taken to entrench his power. For example, in the early 1980s, his Fifth Brigade slaughtered thousands of members of the minority Ndebele tribe who supported his rival Joshua Nkomo. As recently as 2005, his ‘Operation Restore Order’ resulted in the destruction of homes and businesses of 700,000 mostly poor supporters of the opposition party.

Overall Mugabe’s ideology has had a negative impact on the society of Zimbabwe and although the economy is improving now, many of the 12 million citizens face health problems, human rights abuses, and food shortages.

Today, Mugabe shares political power with his political rival, Morgan Tsvangirai, who was made Prime Minister following the controversial elections in 2007/2008. The European Union, the United Nations, and the USA are all involved in providing food aid and guidance as required.

The future of this country will depend on how far Mugabe is prepared to go in order to maintain his position as Executive Head of State and if he will ever be prepared to listen to the views of minority groups and political opponents.
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
NZQA Approved
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