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Internal Assessment Resource

Social Studies Level 3
	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 91599

Examine personal involvement in a social action(s) that aims to influence policy change(s)

	Resource title: Make a difference

	6 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the Standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	December 2012

To support internal assessment from 2013

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA. NZQA Approved number A-A-12-2012-91599-01-6255

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.




Internal Assessment Resource 
Achievement Standard Social Studies 91599: Examine personal involvement in a social action(s) that aims to influence policy change(s)
Resource reference: Social Studies 3.4B
Resource title: Make a difference
Credits: 6 
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Social Studies 91599. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it. 
Context/setting 

This activity requires students to analyse an issue, plan, implement, evaluate, and make suggestions for improvement of a social action campaign. Examples of student interest or relevant issues include: tagging, a busy road near the school requiring a crossing to improve student safety, driving age, boy racing, recycling, minimum wage, drinking age, cap on university intakes, or uniforms at school.

Before beginning this activity, you will need to provide opportunities for the students to: 

· investigate what social action campaigns are, examples of social actions and the planning required

· investigate how social action(s) may influence policy change (issues, reasons for, consequences of, evaluation of)

· understand the application of social studies concepts such as policy, values, perceptions, change, responsibility, participation and influence.

Conditions 

As this activity requires students to plan and participate in a campaign of social action, forward planning with school management may be required.

Resource requirements

Internet access.
Additional information

None.
Internal Assessment Resource 
Achievement Standard Social Studies 91599: Examine personal involvement in a social action(s) that aims to influence policy change(s)
Resource reference: Social Studies 3.4B
Resource title: Make a difference
Credits: 6 
	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Examine personal involvement in a social action(s) that aims to influence policy change(s).
	Examine, in-depth, personal involvement in a social action(s) that aims to influence policy change(s).
	Examine comprehensively personal involvement in a social action(s) that aims to influence policy change(s).


Student instructions 
Introduction 
This assessment activity requires you to work in a group to plan and implement a campaign of social action(s) to influence policy change on an issue of your choice. You will then write an individual report on this process and provide evidence of your personal participation in the campaign.

You will have <teacher to insert time allocation> in class time to complete this task.

You will be assessed on the depth and comprehensiveness of your portfolio and the extent to which you have critically evaluated the effectiveness of your personal involvement in the campaign by comparing it with possible alternative actions to influence the policy change.
Task 

In your group:

· choose and research an issue that links to policy change (local, regional, national, or global) 

· develop and implement a campaign of social actions (three or more) to influence policy on your chosen issue. 

Write an individual report. In your report:
· demonstrate the use of social studies concepts (for example, policy, change, influence, or social action) throughout
· describe the issue and the policy your social action(s) aims to influence

· describe your group’s campaign of social action(s), including the ethical implications
· justify the selected action(s) your group took, taking into account the points of view, values, and perspectives of yourself and others
· explain how you were personally involved in the planning and implementation of your group’s campaign

· explain the real and potential consequences of the social action(s)

· evaluate the campaign by describing the strengths and weaknesses of your own involvement, identifying what you personally could have done to make the overall campaign more effective, and comparing your group’s actions with possible alternative actions to influence the policy change.

Assessment schedule: Social Studies 91599 Make a difference 

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement 
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student has examined personal involvement in a social action(s) to influence policy change(s). This means the student has used Social Studies concepts and specific evidence to:

· describe the issue and the policy the action aims to influence

· develop a plan for a social action(s) that considers ethical implications

· justify the selected social action(s) taking into account the points of view, values and perspectives of self and others

· give an account of personal participation in planning and carrying out the social action(s).

For example:
Today I participated in my group’s social action campaign by delivering the pamphlets we had designed to the local area. We printed 200 A5 pamphlets with information about the issue of student safety on Tui Road and our solution to this – placing a pedestrian crossing on Tui Road. As there are four of us in our group we took 50 pamphlets each and split up the roads surrounding the school. I was supposed to deliver pamphlets to mail boxes on Huia Road, Overland Road, Fyfe Ave and Wintere Road but I ran out of pamphlets after completing Huia, Overland, and part of Fyfe Ave.
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.
	The student has examined, in-depth, personal involvement in a social action(s) to influence policy change(s). This means the student has used Social Studies concepts and specific evidence to:

· describe the issue and the policy the action aims to influence

· develop a plan for a social action(s) that considers ethical implications

· justify the selected social action(s) taking into account the points of view, values and perspectives of self and others

· give an account of personal participation in planning and carrying out the social action(s)
· explain the strengths and weaknesses of their personal involvement

· anticipate the real and potential consequences of the social action(s).
For example:
28 May: My job as part of the campaign group is to collate the results of the survey our group did of students, teachers, and members of the community and write a letter to the council to report our findings. It is a fairly simple survey with only two parts:

1. Do you think there should be a pedestrian crossing put in place on the Tui Road gate of Papatoetoe High School? (Yes/No)

2. Please give your reason(s) for your view.

The results for part 1 were very easy to collate and graph – an astounding 93% support for the crossing! However, summarising the reasons for people’s views proved a little more difficult. Many discussed the safety issues around the street being busy in the morning and afternoon due to student drop-offs and pickups at school and that these busy traffic times coincide with the large number of students needing to cross the road. However, there were many who either left it blank or had weird reasons listed (obviously students!). This does not really give me much information to base my letter to the council on.

It took me quite a long time to work through all of the surveys – we had collected 507! I was impressed that I managed to stay focused on the task. Not only did I collate all of the data but I also formulated a really neat graph using Excel and summarised the recurring and relevant reasons for wanting the crossing to be put into place. This will make my letter look more visually appealing and shows clearly the support our community has for this issue. After I had finished my graph I probably should have done my first draft for the letter while the information was fresh in my head. However, something else got in the way.
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.
	The student has examined comprehensively personal involvement in a social action(s) to influence policy change(s). This means the student has used Social Studies concepts and specific evidence to:

· describe the issue and the policy the action aims to influence

· develop a plan for a social action(s) that considers ethical implications

· justify the selected social action(s) taking into account the points of view, values and perspectives of self and others

· give an account of personal participation in planning and carrying out the social action(s)
· explain the strengths and weaknesses of their personal involvement

· anticipate the real and potential consequences of the social action(s)

· critically evaluate the effectiveness of the social action(s) by comparing it with possible alternatives to influence policy change.
For example
Our social action group “Zebra” are campaigning for a pedestrian crossing to be placed across Tui Road directly outside of the Papatoetoe High School gates to ensure the safety of both our students and students from Papatoetoe North Primary School. Today I began a Facebook campaign to create awareness of the issue and gain support for the crossing from students of Papatoetoe High School. I contacted each of my Facebook friends and asked them to join my campaign and register it on their profile page. I also contacted the members of the “Zebra” group so that they could do the same on their profile and get all of their friends involved. 

Our campaign has been successful so far in raising awareness of the issue through the Facebook campaign, pamphlet drop, and presentation our group did in assembly. However, we have not yet undertaken any action that will directly lead to the Manukau Council taking action on this issue. Without this, while we may have a large support group, they do not currently have anything to “support” that will influence the council to put in a crossing.

To improve the outcomes of the Facebook campaign, I could have either asked my “friends” specifically to send a post about the crossing to all of their “friends” or I could have searched Facebook for anyone with links to Papatoetoe High School or Papatoetoe North Primary and sent them invitations to join the campaign. I could also have included a link to the Manukau Council in my campaign page and encouraged people to send through messages of support for the pedestrian crossing directly to the council. This would have more influence, as without it, the council have no way of knowing how much the pedestrian crossing is wanted or supported by students and locals.
The examples above relate to only part of what is required, and are just indicative.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.

NZQA Approved
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